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x 



Purposes of the Project 
• Conduct research on the needs of special 

population students in Career and Technical 
Education 

 

• Identify strategies for addressing those needs 

  

• Provide resources and support to practitioners 
who are serving special population students. 

 

x 



Target Audience 

• Practitioners 

• Individuals responsible for the professional 
development of practitioners 

• Both secondary and postsecondary levels 



How do we determine what 
products to develop? 

x 



First, a focus on  
Perkins Special Population Groups 

• Economically Disadvantaged 

• Single Parents 

• Displaced Homemakers 

• Limited English Proficient 

• Disabled 

• Nontraditional Students – those pursing 
training in areas nontraditional to their gender 



We realize that different populations 
need different strategies 



We use a data driven approach 

• Primarily we use California’s Postsecondary 
Perkins Data 
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Placement Data are revealing 
(Perkins IV Core Indicator 4P1 - All TOP Codes) 

  

Program Year 

State Performance Level Target: 81.62% 



The first product focused on all the 
special population groups 



We then addressed subsets of  
Special Population Students  

 

 

• Data show that LEP students are lagging in 
many areas including nontraditional 
participation. 
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Perkins IV Core Indicator 5P1 – All TOP Codes  
 

Nontraditional (underrepresented gender) student enrollment in, and completion of, CTE programs 

State Performance Level Target: 22.20% 

Program Year 





 

• Data also show that almost all 
special population students are 
lagging at completing 
nontraditional programs 
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Perkins IV Core Indicator 5P2 – All TOP Codes 
Students Completing Training Leading to Non-traditional Employment 

State Performance Level Target: 25.00% 

Program Year 





• More recently we’ve focused on STEM:  
Science  

 Technology  

 Engineering &  

 Math 

 

• National Data support the need for more 
Women in STEM 
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And have drilled down to STEAM 

• Adding the ARTS to the STEM curriculum 





Small Group Review the Products 

New/Surprising Information? 

Strategies the Might Work for You? 

Report out 

x 



Next Up: 

Meeting the Needs of Disabled Students 

 

Soft Skills for all Special Populations 

x 
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Perkins IV Core Indicator 1P1 - All TOP Codes 
  

CTE concentrators earning a GPA of 2.0 or higher in CTE courses to assess technical skill attainment  

CTE Concentrators are defined as students who has successfully completed a minimum threshold of 12 or more units of related coursework in a vocational or technical program area 
(defined as a two-digit TOP code) within the previous specified time period with at least one of the courses coded with a SAM priority code of A-C.  The amount of time to reach this 
threshold of enrollments is limited to the most recent three years.   

Program Year 

State Performance Level Target: 88.83% 
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Perkins IV Core Indicator 4P1 - All TOP Codes 
  

Student placement in military service or apprenticeship programs or placement or retention in employment, including  
placement in high skill, high wage, or high demand occupations or professions 

Program Year 

State Performance Level Target: 81.62% 



How We Use the Products 

x 



Network with Existing Entities 

• “Infiltration” 

• Discipline Advisory Committees 

• Conferences:  

– Statewide “Educating for Careers” 

– STEM 

– Joint Special Populations Advisory Committee 



Strategies for reaching practitioners 

• Conferences 

• Workshops 

• Website 

 



Your suggestions 

• How might these products be used in your 
setting?  Other settings? 



How obtain copies 

• www.cccspecialpopulations.org 

• www.jspac.org 

• Laurie Harrison 

 laurieRharrison@gmail.com 

    Project manager 

    Special Populations Collaborative Project 

    301 Gethsemane St. 

    Nevada City, CA 95959 

http://www.jspac.org


THANKS! 

Additional Comments 

x 


